Angelcare Animal Hospital & Pet Resort

Puppy Instructions

Feeding:

Feed your puppy in his crate. 2/3 dry puppy food (we recommend Eukanuba) and 1/3 part cottage cheese, ground turkey or beef mixed in enough hot water to create lots of soupy gravy. Feed 3 times a day and increase amount as he grows. At 4 months of age, you can probably cut back to 2 larger feedings daily. Add Probalance Puppy once a day, according to weight specifications on canister, or spread the dose out over each feeding.

Crate Breaking:


Your puppy should be in his crate whenever your eyes cannot be glued to his every action. When he is out of the crate, you need to have your undivided attention on him. Take him out for a potty break first thing in the morning, about 15 minutes after eating and playing and then first thing after he wakes up from a nap. Use a command like "go potty" and reward him with a dime size sliver of hot dog IMMEDIATELY after pooping or peeing. Take your hot dog bits out with you, and do NOT just let your puppy go out by himself. You should be very close to him, to reward him quickly for the ACT of going potty. If you cannot play with him afterwards, bring him outside and after he goes potty, put him back in his crate. Adult male dogs frequently dislike ankle biting puppies and one bite from the adult can KILL the puppy. Even if your adult dog is routinely around small puppies, do not let them out unsupervised.
The Little Humans:


If you have children, a puppy can be a wonderful addition to your child’s life. However, there are some considerations that need to be kept in mind. In order to help your puppy and your child develop a safe and happy relationship, some ground rules should be gone over with your child. 

· The puppy has a crate and his own food and water bowls. The crate is the puppy’s room / personal space. The child should not be allowed to play in the crate or invade the puppy’s space to get the puppy to come out and play. Let your puppy come out on his own. This will help avoid any potential territorial disputes between your puppy and child. This goes for the food and water bowls as well. Do not let your child play with your puppy’s bowls or tease the puppy by playing with the food when he is trying to eat.

· More than likely your puppy will bond quickly to your child. You should try to tell your child the importance of respecting your puppy’s personal space. Most dogs do not like being hugged and squeezed tight, nor do they adjust well to a child pulling their face close to the child’s. This usually results in puppy “discipline” and can result in your child getting bitten. In the puppy’s eyes, this discipline is fine…it made the child stop doing what the puppy didn’t like.

Parental supervision is a must when small children are around. Your puppy is just trying to fit in and establish his place in the “pack.” The most common behavior problems result from improper supervision of your pet. Your pet is a cherished member of your family. There are many ways to de-sensitize your pet to child-like movements and reactions. Our technicians and trainers are here to show you how. Just ask!

Exercise:

Your puppy needs 2 long (half hour or more) walks in large, open acreage type fields, daily. We like to play a Hide-and-Seek with our new puppies. It is an off-lead game so our puppies learn how to pay attention to us and where we are when they are off-lead. We start by driving (do NOT use your backyard, because he is NOT lost in his own backyard...he'll just track his way back home) to an unfamiliar field or open area, where there are a few bushes or trees to hide behind. When first starting, make sure no other dogs or people are around...we don't want him playing lost puppy and going home with someone else. Let him off-leash and when he gets preoccupied with the different scents and distractions, hide behind a tree, clump of grass, bush, etc, where YOU can still see HIM, but not vice-versa. We're trying to teach him that we are just "dumb" humans who keep forgetting we have a dog, and if he doesn't watch you constantly, you'll just wander off and leave him God knows where. Remain quiet and wait and watch what he does. When he realizes you are gone - and he will - let him search and find you. If he starts to panic a little, give a little whistle to let him know you are still in the immediate area, but do not come out from your hiding spot. When your puppy finds you, be VERY HAPPY and Celebrate with him. Reward him with lots of hot dog bits (the jackpot!), then continue on your walk. Repeat this game until sneaking away is impossible and the pup has gotten smart enough to keep an eye on you at all times. This game will give you an excellent recall and a dog who never just runs for the hills when released off-lead, because he has learned to respect freedom now, and it will not be a big deal later. Ideal age to start this game is between 7 and 16 weeks old.

Chew Toys/Retrieve Toys:

The only toys allowed in the crate with your puppy are Rawhides, Beef Bones, and Stuffed Kongs.


Balls, Regular Kongs, Tug Ropes, and Vinyl Squeek toys are all INTERACTIVE toys that he gets ONLY when playing with his human. We want to teach them to play with US, not just by themselves. These toys are also Ingestible toys, and can cost $1500 or more for foreign body surgery if ingested! Nylon Stockings and Tennis Ball coverings can be Deadly. Use ONLY under Constant Supervision.

Vet Care:

Your puppy needs the DHLPP vaccine (Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza, Parvovirus) every two weeks until 16 weeks of age. Your pet should then be vaccinated annually.

Rabies is due at 16 weeks of age w/ the final DHLPP, then annually.

Bordatella (a component of kennel cough) can be given after 16 weeks, if your dog will be boarding, going to a groomer, or active in classes, shows or competition. This is also given annually.

Register your puppy with City Hall (Treasurer's Office) by 6 months of age. Neutered and Spayed animals cost less to license.


Neuters and Spays are done anytime after 16 weeks.


Intestinal parasite screens are performed bi-annually.


Heartworm Prevention is recommended year-round. Annual blood tests will be drawn to test for the Disease - even if your dog is on year-round prevention - as there is still a small margin of error and testing is the only way to diagnose the disease prior to the severe damage it can cause to your dog's heart and lungs if left untreated. Interceptor is given monthly and it also helps prevent some intestinal parasites.

We recommend and dispense Frontline Plus for flea and tick prevention.

Obedience Classes:

Obedience classes are CRITICAL for a well behaved and socialized dog.


99% of dog behavior problems are really normal dog behaviors that are combined with serious people behavior problems. They almost always come down to dog owners who cannot read their dog's behavior, do not know dog language, are inconsistent and unreliable with training and have not effectively taught their dog English. Obedience Classes should be structured to help you, the dog owner, to read your dog, understand normal dog behavior, teach you how to teach your dog English, and help you become consistent.


We at Angelcare strongly recommend formal classes until your puppy is 18 months old. The 2nd birthday is usually the "I'll take a stand now." year for males and they may need formal training until 30 months old. 


We offer a variety of classes - not just obedience - to help keep you and your dog in a formal training frame of mind, and keep your dog's mind and body active. Call and ask when our next class starts!
Good Luck!

~ and ~

Love Your Puppy!
Angelcare Animal Hospital and Pet Resort
262-886-3337  or   262-886-8728
